The Sermon on the Mount | Part 2: Jan 4 - Feb 15, 2026 (7 weeks)

The Sermon on the Mount, Part 2 (15 of 17)
Small Group Discussion Questions

Join our congregation for worship in-person or online at 10:30 am each Sunday via our
Grantham Church YouTube Channel. If you ever miss a message, the sermons are

always posted to the recent sermons page at our website and at the Grantham Church
Podcast the following day, along with the sermon slides and small group discussion
questions under Worship Resources. Thank you for staying connected with us!
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Winter 2026 Sermon Series Matthew 5-7| PART 2
January 4 - February 15

Sermon Series Summary

Matthew 5-7 is known as the Sermon on the Mount. Jesus went up a mountain and a
large crowd gathered to hear him preach a powerful message—proclaiming the gospel
of the Kingdom and casting a vision of what it looks like to live in right relationship with
God, our neighbors, and our enemies. These three chapters contain the core of Jesus'’
teachings and his most well-known sayings, including some of the most rigorous ethical
demands in the Bible. Join us for Part 2 of this series (Jan 4-Feb 15), as we explore the
message and implications of Jesus’ invitation to enter the narrow gate and follow him.

Sermon Title: Wisdom in Relationships

Scripture Reading: Psalm 37:1-40; Jeremiah 29:13-14; Matthew 7:7-12; James 1:5
Sermon Focus: In the next section of the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus calls us to trust
God as a good Father who invites us to ask, seek, and knock—to be intentional in
asking God for wisdom in prayer as we seek to be in right relationship with others. And
the more we depend upon his Spirit and trust in his character, provision, and justice,
we are freed up to treat others the way we want to be treated. In this message, Pastor
David invites us to cultivate a dependent relationship with God that is built upon trust.



The Sermon on the Mount | Part 2: Jan 4 - Feb 15, 2026 (7 weeks)

Thank you for going deeper in conversation with your small group. Use the following
questions to help guide your small group discussion:

1. Begin by reading Matthew 7:7-12 to yourself silently, giving everyone a few
minutes to read and reflect. After that, have someone read the passage aloud.
How do the words of Jesus encourage you? Also, how do they challenge you?

2. Pastor David pointed out that “ask, seek, knock” is (in the context) about asking
God for wisdom to apply the teachings of Jesus in our relationships with others,
(e.g., "do not worry (money), “do not judge” and “do unto others..."). Ask
yourself, what area of my life is God inviting me to ask, seek, and knock for
wisdom and for greater understanding, rather than doing it myself or giving up?

3. Jesus indicates that belief in God as a good Father will lead to the “greater
righteousness” of the Kingdom. Trust in the goodness of God will enable us
love as he loves and believe in his good future. So, ask yourself, am | trusting in
God’s goodness, provision, and justice? How can | trust him more so | can be
freed up to respond in love, patience, mercy, and grace toward others?

4. Have you ever noticed that Jesus did not give us a “how to” manual for each
situation? The Scriptures teach us that God wants a real relationship with us. He
wants us to commune and interact with him. He wants us to ask for his wisdom
and use our own free will to join it with his will for creation. In a sense, he wants
us to discover what is right and then do it in his power. Do you view prayer in
this way? How often do you ask God for wisdom and guidance?

5. Pastor David pointed out that the Golden Rule is active rather than passive.
Jesus doesn’t say “don’t do unto others” but rather “do unto others.” In the
same way he has called us to be peacemakers, not peacekeepers. Why is this
significant? What do you think Jesus is getting at with Matthew 7:127

6. LIFE ON MISSION QUESTION: s there something practical that you can do this
week to implement what Jesus has said to us in Matthew 7:7-127 How is the
Spirit inviting you to put Jesus’ words into practice in your current situation so
that friends, family, neighbors, and enemies can experience God'’s love, mercy,
and kindness, rather than accusation, judgment, and condemnation?

Share with your group what God is asking you to do in the coming days.



